[image: ]CHAPTER EIGHTEEN  
AVEBURY  CREATED c.2500 BC

SUMMARY
The largest ancient monument in the country within an area rightly termed the metropolitan centre of Britain in the Neolithic Age four thousand and more years ago; Avebury ancient monument comprises a ring of ninety-nine large upright sarsen stone columns, a form of hard durable sandstone.  Beyond the ring of standing stones is a deep ditch up to ten metres deep and four metres wide at the bottom. Further out is a six metres high embankment up to twenty-five metres wide at the base. From the north, east, south and west directions, four causeways cut across the embankment and ditch, allowing ready access into the flat central area. Avebury is considerably larger than Stanton Drew in Somerset, Stonehenge, Windmill Hill and Woodhenge in Wiltshire. 
To appreciate the magnitude of the Avebury building task, it has been calculated about 150,000 tons of hard chalk was excavated to form the ditch using pick and shovel hand tools crafted from red deer antlers. The excavated material was carried from the ditch and placed beyond to form the embankment. Altogether about one hundred and eighty sarsen stones were brought overland from Marlborough Downs to Avebury, the largest stones estimated to have a mass approaching fifty tons. 
Standing upright in a ring, ninety-nine standing stones enclose the flat central area. Beyond that, a ditch and an embankment were created. Four causeway entrances were formed to allow access to the central area. A great community effort was required to plan and construct Avebury, it reflects very well on their abilities and skills. It seems clear it was the centre of their interests. Why else should a group of people put so much effort into so great a project? 
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Scattered threads observed during the centuries all indicate the Avebury area was a focal point of a peaceful ancient Brython, native ‘British’ communities were busy building community works and constructs. The ancient ‘Britons’ underlying native beliefs and religion were probably little altered until successive waves of invaders began around 500 BC. Austrian salt vendors migrated from Europe to the Isles  in the mid-first millennium BC, hence the name ‘Celts’, conflict arose  and a multitude of  Iron Age hill forts and fortifications were created. The Roman invasion in 43 AD was followed by the Saxons around 500 AD and later by Viking raids in the eigth century and then the Normans in 1066 AD. Our information about pre-Celtic England is based largely upon bronze artefacts, earthenware pots and the remains of buildings. Written records relate virtually nothing about their day to day activities or their customs and religious beliefs. It seems the Neolithic Brythons were peaceful people whose energies were devoted to building great ancient monuments Avebury, Stonehenge and Silbury Hill. Iron Age hill forts and other evidences of warlike aggression arose after the arrival of foreigners. In any event, the original builders of Avebury would have seen later communities living in the west of England as their descendants in spirit and belief systems. Even the Roman rulers and Saxon settlers failed to eradicate their prehistoric customs and beliefs. Myths and legends continued in circulation until the present day.  Avebury represents a community’s conviction of the creation of mankind’s world myth by the ancient gods protected by the fertility deity, the god of justice and the goddess of good health be they ancient or modern; a desire for prosperity, health and justice for an entire community. 
Present-day Avebury village lies about twenty kilometres south-west of Swindon in Wiltshire, southern England. Rook nests seen high in the tall trees canopy are the visitor’s first impression of the approaching village, the houses nestling in the quiet folds of the White Horse hills. Tall chimneys, perhaps with a wisp of smoke, thatched roofs and neat gardens characterise people’s homes. Today’s society is vastly more complex than even a century ago. We have cathedrals, churches and chapels, stadiums and great halls to provide a focus for community activities. The future and what life has in store are of deep concern. As individuals or as a family we pay insurance premiums to afford protection against the risk of storms and tempests, of accidents and the like. Our doctors and medical resources are able to care for us in the event of ill health or injury. We organise ourselves and pay for a full time police force to catch transgressors against our laws. Service contracts between employer and employee provide a degree of security in an uncertain world. The memories of our past, our forebears and loved ones are maintained in many ways; anniversaries are remembered.
SOCIETY
Sociology students are aware virtually every early society had a religion of some kind and most were polytheistic. Common sense tells us our forebears thousands of years ago had exactly the same concerns and there would have been no real difference in their basic needs yet the records tell us their society was very much less sophisticated than ours today. Focusing on the Avebury ancient monument, I intend to demonstrate the likely scope and nature of the prehistoric people’s beliefs, the functions of Avebury in relation to other ancient neighbourhood sites and to draw a word picture of the happenings in Britain during the second and third millennia BC. The folklore of north-west Europe, Britain and Ireland, the symbolism and oral traditions of our distant forebears has been of major importance to me and assistance interpreting the unwritten past. Three core themes are presented as I develop my hypothesis concerning the reasons why Avebury was designed and built the way it was. 
Window to the Past - Written Norse Traditions
We can now see there were similarities between Scandinavian traditions and those of the prehistoric people living in the south, west and northern Britain; the sea-going way of life, farming practices, oral traditions and their deities. Now I turn to historic Icelandic records written close to the end of the first millennium AD that recall Norse sagas and myths from earlier times. Icelandic poetry and verse, stories and sagas describe Norse ideals and customs, their laws and behaviour, their gods and myths. They tell of social values, customs and exploits of adventurers we call Vikings. The poetic metre, the forms of composition and storytelling conformed to strict rules, indicative of strong discipline amongst poets and storyteller Bards as generation succeeded generation, nurtured in their own mould with little change in passing centuries. An Icelandic chieftain, Snorri Sturlusson 1179-1241 AD was a well-educated scholar and historian who had access to the writings of his contemporaries. In his desire to record the mythological stories of his forebears, he was unusual in those days for having an impartial attitude, free from the strong Christian bias of other writers. He drew from written records, from poetry and the traditional tales to describe the Norse pantheon of ancient gods in the following ways:-
Odin  - was the highest and oldest of the gods, he ruled over all his kingdom and governed all things, he created heaven and earth and all that in them is….
Thor - the son of Odin and Earth, was loved and respected, he represented stability, he was invoked by man in the name of law and order, and with his hammer Mjollnir kept the giants at bay and was strong enough to grapple with the serpent Jormungand ….
Freyr - was third in the pantheon, a famous god who decides when the Sun shall shine and the rain come down, he was invoked for fertility, peace and plenty.
Snorri Sturlusson recorded the Norse myth of the creation of the world and how it was accomplished by three Norse deities, a piece of special interest. The story is told in a conversational style between a Swedish king and three wise men. Vibrant in concept, it has the same imaginative flavour as the ancient Irish and Welsh stories. It is seen as one of the group of Indo-European myths; the sacred cow, the rivers, the tree of life, all common elements. I offer a slightly abridged account of the Norse creation of the world story:-   “In the beginning of time there was a great empty void. Then the gods created the cold realm of the north, followed by the hot lands of the south. From the cold north there flowed eleven rivers into the empty space; there they met the hot winds, the sparks and embers from the south. In the middle realm there was mildness and gentle airs. The evil frost giants from the north were hated for their wicked behaviour by the three gods Vodin, Vili and Ve, the rulers of heaven and earth. Eventually the three gods killed the evil frost giant Ymir and they carried his enormous body to the middle of the empty void, there they created the round Earth from him. Seas and lakes they made from his blood. His eyebrows were made into an enclosed stronghold named Midgard in the middle of Earth. They took sparks and embers from the hot south and placed them in the sky as stars. Ymir’s brains were flung up to form the clouds. His skull was placed over the middle earth stronghold Midgard to form the sky above, the four corners supported forever by the four obedient dwarfs North East South and West. “Vodin, Vili and Ve made the first man and woman; Vodin gave them life, Vili gave them compassion and perception, Ve gave them the five senses. So the earth was made, surrounded by the deep seas and covered by the sky, inhabited by mankind, giants and dwarfs.  The gods created their own realm high above Midgard and it is called Asgard, sometimes it is joined with man’s earth by the rainbow bridge.”
My representation of the Creation of Avebury on page 10 embodies every element of the Norse myth and the on-the-ground remains at Avebury. I found difficulty sketching a two dimensional illustration in such a way to offer a view of a three-dimensional impression of Midgard but I trust you will comprehend the illustration elements, both below and above an imaginary horizon line. The Sun is about to set in the south-west, midwinter solstice sunset about 2500 BC caused shadows. The four dwarfs North, East, South and West support the sky dome firmament above.
A Temple Named Avebury
Do not allow the English ‘bury’, the sense of internment and burial to affect your thinking. I aver ‘bury’ is a transliteration of the Cymraeg (Welsh) phrase ‘Good morning’ = ‘bo—re da’. We know Avebury by its sixth century Saxon name; it had stood for three thousand years in England before Saxons invaded southern England. Strong archaeological evidence shows a vigorous Saxon settlement in the Thames valley in the AD 450’s. Cerdic with his force of Saxon warriors landed near Southampton in 494 AD. The site of their landfall eventually became Hampshire. The northern and westward Saxon push was checked temporarily when King Arthur’s British forces defeated the Saxons led by Osla Big-knife and Cerdic at the Battle of Badon (Bath) in 495 AD. Generations later, at the fateful Battle of Deorham in 577 AD (present day Dyrham), the Saxons eventually overran the entire West Country and the conquest of England was almost complete. 
There are important links with Avebury’s past. Nearby geographical features’ names offer an interesting line of enquiry. Waden Hill for instance a kilometre south of Avebury lies within the triangle bounded by Avebury’s southern causeway entrance, the Sanctuary stone circle on Overton Hill and Silbury Hill. South of Waden Hill is Wansdyke, an extensive ditch and embankment extending from Hampshire a distance of fifty kilometres south-east into Somerset. Further south is an elongated burial mound called Adam’s Grave on maps today. In Saxon times it was called Woden’s barrow. Etymologists consider all these names derive from the ancient British deity Woden, Vodin or Odin as he was named in Scandinavia. Elsewhere, other earthworks in southern England are called Grimsdyke. The name Grim is a bye name for Woden, having the meaning of an anonymous hooded person who walked about the countryside in disguise. Avebury’s actual name before Saxon times is an open question. By the seventh century, Saxon influences would have become strong enough to initiate the name Avebury we know today. The last syllable bury is a distinctly Saxon Germanic noun meaning place in the general sense. The Old English beorg is akin to OE byrgan, in turn to Middle English berien and buryen, an internment burial place. 
Another link with the past may have been the pronunciation of the first syllable Ave. In 1723 AD, Dr William Stukeley’s name for the ancient monument was spelled V’bury, accent on the V. The Germanic pronunciation of W is close to the English V, hence today’s name Woden would be pronounced closer to Voden, in other words Voden’s place. Possibly the prehistoric name for Avebury was Woden’s Morning Temple Place. Centuries passed from the prehistoric to Arthurian and Saxon times. Transliteration from Woden’s Morning Temple. to Voden’s Place is a plausible supposition. Since Stukeley’s time four centuries ago, a name change from V’bury to Ave-bury today is equally credible. 
Consider how the Norse myth of the world’s creation, see how item by item the myth story precisely match elements of Avebury ancient monument’s elements; the nine jurors, the north-west entrance feet of the ‘dwarfs’, the ditch too wide for a man to cross and Ymir’s eyebrows embankment, two of the three standing stones of The Cove facing sunrise, all  as illustrated: -
The Standing Stones	 
Aubrey and Stukeley, Atkinson and Burl opined the number of Avebury’s sarsen stones comprising the outer ring numbered 98 or 99, perhaps 100. I consider the original intention of the designers was exactly ninety-nine, the symbolic regal thirty-three representing each stellar deity who created Midgard, thirty-three massive stone columns to signify each deity; ninety-nine sarsen columns symbolically defined the sanctity of the sacred enclosure encompassed by their presence. 
The Ditch & Embankment
The Norse god’s creation of earth myth by Odin Thor and Freyr included a description of the surrounding deep sea, the ditch far too wide for a man to jump cross. Beyond the Avebury ditch is the embankment surrounding the entire area, closely paralleling the mythical Ymir’s skull and eyebrows that formed the stronghold to protect Midgard. At night, stars shone like sparks and glowing embers in the darkness, in daytime the blue sky overhead covered Midgard, clouds floated in the blue sky above the earth much as Ymir’s brains did a similar thing. 

THE PURPOSES OF AVEBURY	
A grand plan would have been in the minds of the Avebury hierarchy long before the work actually began. An indication of what may have been in the designer’s minds is predicated in the previous paragraphs. Thus far the entire design would have represented earth’s creation and a truly sacred site dedicated by the Neolithic builders to their deities, an earthly representation of the creation of the earth myth. What of mankind’s daily needs for life on this earth? Good health, law and order, prosperity and good harvests are vital requirements. Inside the ring of ninety-nine sarsen standing stones are two smaller rings of stones and the stump of another single stone. 
Two Inner Stone Circles
Within the ring of ninety-nine standing stones, in the northern sector are the remains of another twenty-seven standing stones ring. At its centre are two of the original three great stones whose open side faced the dawn sunrise. Stukeley named these three stones ‘The Cove’. Norse and Celtic folktales often include the adjectival use of the number twenty-seven to describe a group of adventurers on a mythical voyage to distant lands, their mission successful. Other tales tell of three sets of nine, inferring a similar outcome. The use of twenty-seven standing stones to surround The Cove is presumed to have defined and enhanced the central feature. Because The Cove faced east to welcome the sunrise and linking this with the symbolism of twenty-seven, I concluded the northern ring was a focus for daily sunrise fertility ceremonies. The Norse myths attribute Freyr to a fertility role and for that reason the northern ring of twenty-seven stones I designated ‘Fertility Circle’.
The Judgment Ring & Jury  
Sufficient stones of the southern ring remain to assess there were originally twenty-nine standing stones forming the feature. Dr Stukeley visited the site in 1724 AD and noted a tall white quartz column in the centre of the ring, a particularly significant feature he called the ‘Obelisk’. It had fallen to the ground when he viewed it but he pointed out that when erect it would have been the tallest. It has long since disappeared, presumably vandalised to build a farm barn or some such. To advance a functional reason for this particular southern circle design feature the answer probably lies in Norse traditions; the Icelandic ‘Eyrbygga Saga’ describes the first settlement on the west coast of Iceland in 884 AD at the head of Breida fijord. Chieftain Thorolf proclaimed an helgistradr, an assembly area and holy place. He built a temple to his namesake deity Thor. The saga describes how the field also held a domhringr or ring of stones within which trials were held and judgments delivered. Inside the domhringr was a tall stone called Thor’s steinn. A similar stone circle can be seen in northern Poland, its existence indicating the migration route of Swedish Viking ‘Goths’ from their home country to the river Danube one thousand years ago. In Sweden, today’s tourist visitor to the north of the country can witness and marvel at Thor’s Justice Ring, so named today.
The Icelandic ‘Confederates Saga’ dated about 1275 AD describes how Chieftain Odd’s kinsman was killed in a fight with Ospak. On behalf of his kinsman, Odd made preparations for a court action against Ospak at the next Althing (the annual Icelandic parliament). Odd named nine of his nearest neighbours to be jurymen and conducted his own prosecution. The defence on behalf of Ospak was invited to respond to the charge of manslaughter of Chief Odd’s kinsman. The trial consisted of Odd the prosecuting counsel, the defence counsel for Ospak; the accused and a counsel, the empanelled jury of nine. The judge was the highest and most respected Icelandic chieftain, the Althing Lawgiver. 
Turning to ancient practices elsewhere in Britain there is a clear parallel in the arrangement of the domhringr and Thor’s steinn in Iceland with similar rings of stones in Cornwall, Ireland, Wales and Scotland. Of nine hundred or so stone circles in the British Isles, a fair number still exist which consist of a tall central pillar surrounded by a ring of smaller stones. Amongst the most well-known is the central stone of The Hurlers on Bodmin Moor in Cornwall, Boscawen-un near Lands’ End, Torhouskie in Wigtownshire Scotland, Currebeha in County Cork Ireland, The Hoarstones in Salop, Wales. 
The Law Court
The presumed purpose of Avebury’s southern ring of twenty-nine stones with its Obelisk at the centre was a ring of stones within which judgments were given and sentences awarded. In any civilised society to conduct a trial of an alleged offender the judge is aided by a jury and counsels for both the defence and prosecution. Within Avebury’s southern circle of twenty-nine standing stones is another notable feature, a straight row of nine stones with additional stones offset at each end of the row to represent the advocates for and against the charges by Odd’s counsel and the kinsman’s defence counsel. I offer the proposition Avebury’s southern ring of stones was a place for the administration of the community’s laws. The missing quartz column ‘Obelisk’ would be the position for an accused. Observe how the prosecutor and defence with a jury of nine peers match with the numbers in the straight row of stones. The southern circle was a location where trials were conducted and judgments given, an outdoor courtroom for the administration of justice. The Norse god Thor fulfilled the role of preserving law and order. I aver Avebury saw the beginning of our 21st century world-wide legal practices.
Health 
Situated just south of the southern Justice Circle, Dr William Stukeley observed and named the Avebury “Holed Stone” during his visit in 1723. In the intervening centuries, the monolith was vandalised and nothing remained above ground until Sir Alexander Keiller re-discovered the broken base in 1939. Many instances in the British Isles and Ireland link holed stones with a health legend, a common theme in most tales concern personal health in one form or another. 


MEN-A-TOL HOLED STONE, Cornwall. Photo Author 1986, photo upper right. 
Near the Cornish village of Lanyon is the famous Men-a-tol holed stone; stories about that stone assert “if a scrofulous child is passed naked three times through the hole in a direction against the Sun, then the child will recover from its illness.” 
[image: ]
[image: ]BALLYCLARE HOLED STONE, IRELAND At the holed stone of Kilghane, County Cork, Ireland, pregnant women would pass clothing through the hole to ensure an easier childbirth. There are many other references to holed stones, stories concern good health in one form or another. At Stenness on Orkney, Scotland as recently as the eighteenth century newly engaged couples used to plight their troth by grasping hands through the Hole of Odin Stone.  Avebury’s holed Health Stone would appear equally dedicated to a deity associated with good health, a ‘temple’ whose counterpart would be Norse goddess Eyr or Eir.	Photo lower right.

SANCTUARY c.2500 BC
Only a stone’s throw from Avebury is the ’SANCTUARY’; a circular timber building at the terminus of  ‘West Kennet Avenue’ , once an ancient processional way which linked the two ancient monuments;  an avenue of parallel lines of standing stones 2¼ kilometres long, one staen. John Aubrey the antiquarian visited the Sanctuary ancient monument site in AD 1648 and described how he saw “a double circle of stones, four or five feet high, tho’ most of them are now fallen down.”   Next century Dr William Stukeley followed in his footsteps, described the site and recorded “How rings of stones were destroyed in the winter of 1724 by a farmer from nearby West Overton ‘‘to clear the ground for ploughing and to gain a little dirty profit’”. Dr Stukeley called the ancient monument ‘Sanctuary’, a name by which has been known ever since.
The Cunnington Archaeological Report
For two centuries the remains of the ancient monument lay concealed and undisturbed beneath cultivated fields at the top of West Overton Hill in Wiltshire, in the Spring of 1930 Colonel and Mrs M. E. Cunnington commenced a scientific archaeological exploration of the area. The Cunningtons’ first difficulty was to find the exact location of the ancient monument and its extent, all surface indications had been removed by farming activities. A study of Dr Stukeley’s description of the monument’s relationship to others in the vicinity enabled a site selection to be made, and for the dig to commence. On the third day, whilst excavating an exploratory trench, a stone hole was found confirming the correct identification of the site location. Work continued for the next five weeks and a series of post holes and sub-surface stone pressure marks were revealed. 
Site Plan
The Wiltshire Archaeological Magazine, volume XLV, June 1931 contained a report on Cunnington’s work; an excavation image is copied from the Wilts Magazine. A search to locate Mrs Cunnington’s original manuscript is sadly said to have been ‘mislaid in the Society’s archives’. A considerable number of worked flints and many broken pieces of pottery were found during the course of excavations. The skeleton of a boy about fourteen years of age and a small pottery beaker was uncovered on the eastern side of the post and stone ring. A cross marks the position. Other discoveries were skeletal pieces of horse, ox, dog, pig, cat and red deer. Significantly I noticed no sheep bones were recorded. Had radio carbon dating technique been available in 1930, carbonaceous material found in post holes and the skeletal items would have enabled a construction and habitation date for the Sanctuary to be estimated. No accurate date for the Sanctuary construction has been established; I opine the Sanctuary was probably constructed after 2500 BC
Sanctuary Sheep Temple Building
[image: ]Homes usually comprised a circular outer wall assumed to be two metres high, a thatched roof sloped upwards about 300 rising to an apex about ten to twelve metres above ground level. The Cunnington illustration,clarified, supplemented, shows forty-five outer ring post holes, thirty-four of which were revealed at the time of the dig. Carefully analysing the spacing between observed posts and average arc lengths around the post ring, I added eleven more post positions, a total amounting to forty-five post pits in the outer ring; other authors concur with these deductions. The placement of the stones and posts shows a consistent fully symmetrical and elegant design exemplified by a building complete in itself and constructed as a single entity. It is a tribute so many actual positions shown by filled circles were revealed by the Colonel’s archaeological team. 
The next innermost ring comprised sixteen closely placed pairs of alternate timber posts and stone slabs. Any direct evidence of timber posts would have disappeared many centuries before Dr William Stukeley’s visit. He recorded the observation, [the stones] “tho’ most of them are now fallen down”. Maybe the stone slabs were probably placed directly on the ground, perhaps not standing stone columns as at other places. They paired with post holes found by the archaeologist team. 

THE  SANCTUARY  SUN  CALENDAR  DESIGN
Centred upon the small diameter middle post, the north-south and east-west cardinal directions divide the sixteen pairs of posts and stones into four sets, assumed to be the four quarters of the year, sixteen calendar months in four sets of four. Within the sixteen post and stone slab ring are four sets of five twin posts, grouped together and indicated by a wavy line drawn around each set of five. These twenty posts are taken to have been the means of counting four weeks each of five days. 
On that basis, these twenty ‘day’ posts were counted for each of the sixteen months, the progressive count of twenty days in sixteen months become 20 x 16 = 320. The outer ring of forty-five posts is thought to have consisted of two or three intercalary days each month, to which were added twenty basic monthly days, counted on the four inner sets of five posts. Radial lines drawn from the centre of the building tangential to the sixteen posts and outwards to the ring of forty-five posts divide the forty-five posts into groups of two and three posts. These month counts plus the intercalary days, 320 + 45 = 365 days of a solar year.
Month No.      1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9   10  11  12  13  14  15  16
Inner Posts   20  20  20  20  20  20  20  20  20  20  20  20  20  20  20  20  =  320
Intercalary      3     3    3    2     3    3    3    3     2    3   2    3     3    3    3    3   =    45
Days each    23  23  23  22  23  23  23  23  22  23  22   23  23  23  23  23  =  365
Month  
Midsummer
 ‘X’ marks the spot where a boy’s skeletal remains were found, a due east bearing. The customary choice for Summer as the first calendar month has been the direction of midsummer or midwinter sunrise at other sites. At the Sanctuary the first month Summer appears to have been the direction of sunrise at the equinox. At Ireland’s Knowth mound a thousand years before, the eastern passage alignment was the direction of equinox sunrise, a notable philosophical consistency.
Samain Month
Supporting a tentative hypothesis, that the first month of the Sanctuary calendar was Summer month sector facing due east, a sub-surface stone compression mark was observed in sector seven. I concluded the elongated stone compression mark equated to Samain, the seventh of the sixteen months year, when excess stock were slaughtered to conserve fodder during the Winter. Animals were hand fed when confined to byres and sties, well protected from cold winds and snow. It is surmised the flat stone slab was a Samain slaughter stone, confirmation the sector was correctly identified as the seventh month. 
Imbolc Month
A third consideration was sector eleven. The West Kennet Avenue processional way from Avebury’s south-east causeway led across reasonably level ground to the Sanctuary, a distance of 2¼  kilometres, one staen or megalithic mile. Identified by opposing pairs of larger and smaller standing stones, thought to alternately represent men and women. Only a portion of the stones close to Avebury are still standing to identify the route, the balance having been demolished centuries ago during farming operations. Stone compression marks below ground have identified the Avenue continuation towards the Sanctuary site. Mrs Cunnington’s plan shows several pairs of stones in what is presumed to be sector eleven leading towards Avebury. The pair of large post pits indicated in sector eleven was probably a framed arched doorway leading into the roofed building, a welcoming entrance to its interior. From Avebury, via West Kennet Avenue to the Sanctuary building leads me to suggest early Spring saw a procession of Ofyd priests and members of the community make their way from Avebury towards the Sanctuary. 
A procession during the eleventh month would have marked Imbolc, the augury of the lambing season when pregnant ewes in the sheep flocks were identified and would soon drop their lambs in the weeks to come. The imminent increase in sheep numbers would benefit the entire community, an excellent reason for a celebration. The Celtic name Imbolc identifying the eleventh month has come to us via Irish myths and legends. 
Sheep Temple
Summer month number one faced due east, Samain stone is the seventh month and the eleventh sector was Imbolc; it is concluded the Sanctuary had a strong Sun calendar purpose.  Mrs Cunnington reported they found the skeleton of a boy aged about fourteen years, horse, ox, pig, red deer and cat bones but no sheep or goat bones were recorded. The absence of any sheep skeletal remains, the West Kennet Avenue entry to the building in Imbolc month led to the conclusion the Sanctuary calendar building was a temple sacred to sheep, the tangible symbol of the community’s increasing wealth and prosperity each year. I consider the Sanctuary was a Sheep Temple in the design of a solar calendar, dedicated to the sheep flocks possessed by the Neolithic community in the Avebury area. To mark the Temple’s dignity and important purpose, it would have been artistically rewarding to adorn the eleventh month entrance doorway with many sheep fleeces. 
From the Avenue, its direction length and alignment the Imbolc month title is shown by the Sun calendar to have been sheering time, from which I concluded ‘The Sanctuary’ was a building dedicated to the sheep, the flocks being a measure of the community’s wealth, a source of food and wool for clothing. 
Lunar Calendar
The 1976 paper published privately by Mr Derrick Lees of Salisbury attributed both solar and lunar calendar properties to the Sanctuary ancient monument. His hypotheses were based upon a count of all the prone and erect stones shown on the illustration together with the more distant outer ring of smaller stones revealed during Colonel and Mrs Cunnington’s excavation work. 
Mr Lees concurred with my assessment that there were eleven stones missing from the total of forty-five in the outer ring, those stones I have termed intercalary day markers. In the course of our correspondence, Mr Lees offered his analysis of the lunar characteristics of the Sanctuary; he proposed a count of all 173 stones for twice times nineteen cycles = 6574 plus another 11 nights equals the lunar eclipse cycle 18 years and 11 nights, 6585 nights, the number of nights between minor lunar perturbations and the occurrence of a partial or total lunar eclipse. Knowing the lunar eclipse cycle frequency would have given an Ofyd in charge of the ancient monument an immense reputation with his lunar cycle knowledge and the ability to forecast a lunar eclipse. [image: ]
Side measures of the triangle are 18, 27, 33 furlangs 68.4 metre units. These dimensions are seen to be symbolically very significant; eighteen is twice nine, three times a family unit; twenty-seven is interpreted to imply success; thirty-three declares the entire site a sacred area.
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That’s all for now folks		   Neil L. Thomas 			bigrox33@bigpond.com 







End of Avebury Created
Next Chapter
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 “When I frequented this place, as I did for some years altogether, 
to take an exact account of it”.
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