
 
COLLOQUY    text theory critique 

 
 

 issue 24, November 2012 
 

 
Includes special section: 

 
 

Tights and Tiaras: Female Superheroes 
and Media Cultures 

 
Image created by Sergio de Stefani for the conference, Tights and Tiaras: Female 
Superheroes and Media Cultures, held at Monash University in August 2011. 



 

Editors-in-Chief:    Editorial Board: 
 Conall Cash    Bill Ashcroft 
 Samuel Cuff    Andrew Benjamin 
      Andriana Cavarero 
      Joy Damousi 
Editorial Committee:   Alex Düttmann 
 Nana Bilus Abaffy   Jürgen Fohrmann 

Thomas Baudinette   Sneja Gunew 
David Dick    Kevin Hart 

 Benjamin Hegarty   Susan K. Martin 
Eva Jungbluth   Steven Muecke 

 Burcu Kayisci   Paul Patton 
Rosalind McFarlane   George Stanitzek 

 Sean McQueen   Terry Threadgold 
 Joanna Murphy    
 Jay Daniel Thompson   
          
   
Advisory Board: 
 Axel Fliethmann 
 Brett Hutchins 
 Alison Ross 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COLLOQUY text theory critique  24 (2012).   © Monash University. 
www.arts.monash.edu.au/ecps/colloquy/journal/issue024/frontmatter.pdf 
 
ISSN: 13259490 



COLLOQUY text theory critique  24 (2012).   © Monash University. 
www.arts.monash.edu.au/ecps/colloquy/journal/issue024/contents.pdf 

Issue 24, November 2012 

Editorial       3 

GENERAL ARTICLES 

Conrad’s Racial Idea 
Tim Christensen      5 

Writing for Two: A Critique of Literature, Love, and the Event in the Phi-
losophy of Alain Badiou 

Christopher Langlois     32 

Michel Foucault’s “What is an Author?” and Adaptation 
Sean McQueen      60 

Late Japanese New Wave Documentary and Cinematic Truth: Charting the 
Theory and Method of “Graphic Sensitivity” Towards Cultural Otherness 

Benjamin Hegarty      78 

Are We There Yet? The Catastrophe of Polar Deceleration in Cormac 
McCarthy’s The Road 

Josiane Smith      99 

TIGHTS AND TIARAS 

Introduction: Female Superheroes and Media Cultures 
Deb Waterhouse-Watson and Evie Kendal   114 

Wonder Woman Wears Pants: Wonder Woman, Feminism and the 1972 
“Women’s Lib” Issue 

Ann Matsuuchi      118 

Buffy, the Transmedia Hero 
Emma Beddows      143 

Gender and Power: The Phoenix/Jean Grey Across Time and Media  
Lenise Prater      159 

Re-/deconstructing the Yellow Brick Road: Gender, Power and Tin Man  
Deb Waterhouse-Watson     171 

Comic Book Princesses for Grown-ups: Cinderella Meets the Pages of the 
Superhero 

Rebecca-Anne C. Do Rozario    191 

Prince Charming by Day, Superheroine by Night? Subversive Sexualities 
and Gender Fluidity in Revolutionary Girl Utena  and Sailor Moon 

Catherine E. Bailey      207 

 



Contents    ░ 2 

Man-eaters and Fan-dancers: Exploring Gender Representation, the Fe-
male “Other” and Geek-girl Alienation 

Jane Felstead      223 

There’s No One Perfect Girl: Third Wave Feminism and The Powerpuff 
Girls 

Evie Kendal      234 

BOOK REVIEW 

Alain Badiou. Wittgenstein’s Antiphilosophy. Trans. Bruno Bosteels. 
London, UK: Verso, 2011. 

Catherine Ryan      253 



 

COLLOQUY text theory critique  24 (2012).   © Monash University. 
www.arts.monash.edu.au/ecps/colloquy/journal/issue024/editorial.pdf 

Editorial 

 
Issue 24 of Colloquy: text, theory, critique consists principally of a special 
section entitled Tights and Tiaras: Female Superheroes and Media Cul-
tures, which arose from the conference of the same name that took place 
at Monash University in 2011. This section, which contains eight articles, is 
guest edited by Evie Kendal and Deb Waterhouse-Watson, whom the edi-
tors thank for their efforts in assembling such an interesting collection of ar-
ticles. The collection presents a diverse and important engagement with the 
issues surrounding the representation of powerful female figures in various 
media.  

Alongside Tights and Tiaras, issue 24 also includes five general arti-
cles. In the first of the articles, Tim Christensen approaches the vexed 
question of race and racism in Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness, under-
standing this question in relation to what Conrad’s Marlow calls the “idea,” 
which Christensen links to the Althusserian theory of ideology. Christopher 
Langlois, meanwhile, carries out an extensive investigation and critique of 
Alain Badiou’s conception of the philosophical “conditions,” literature and 
love, bringing two of Badiou’s primary interlocutors—Samuel Beckett and 
Jacques Lacan—into opposition with Badiou’s thought. Sean McQueen us-
es Michel Foucault’s famous essay on authorship in a new context, consid-
ering its relevance to the study of adaptation from literature to film and us-
ing it to explore questions of authorship in cinema. Benjamin Hegarty’s arti-
cle is concerned with the “late New Wave” period of Japanese documen-
tary cinema, seeing it in its relation to contemporary European conceptions 



Editorial    ░ 4 

of documentary and ethnographic film. In the final article of the general sec-
tion, Josiane Smith considers Cormac McCarthy’s The Road as a dystopi-
an novel, reading it in relation to the work of Paul Virilio on speed and iner-
tia. Finally, the issue is concluded by a book review of Badiou’s Wittgen-
stein’s Antiphilosophy (in English translation) by former Colloquy editor 
Catherine Ryan. 

Issue 25 of Colloquy, which will be published in June 2013, will be a 
general issue. We welcome submissions for future issues of Colloquy at 
any time. Finally, we would like to extend our thanks to all the editors and 
referees whose diligence made this issue possible. 
 
Conall Cash and Samuel Cuff, Editors-in-Chief 


