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The Australia-Indonesia Centre is an initiative of:

The Australia-Indonesia Centre is a collaboration between the following Participating Institutions

working in partnership with seven leading universities in Indonesia

and recognises the valuable support of the following Corporate Partners

ABOUT THE AUSTRALIA-INDONESIA CENTRE
“At the heart of all our actions has been a vision to
bring Australia and Indonesia closer together - to
advance the mindset that working together is much
better than working separately”
HAROLD MITCHELL AC, CHAIR
The Australia-Indonesia Centre is supported through federal funding
from Australia’s Department of Education and Training and Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Support also comes from Indonesia’s
Department for Research, Technology and Higher Education.
The Centre, hosted by Monash University, is a collaboration between
Monash University, the Australian National University, The University of
Melbourne and The University of Sydney, working with seven leading
Indonesian universities.
The Indonesian academic institutions are Universitas Indonesia,
Universitas Gadjah Mada, Universitas Hasanuddin, Universitas Airlangga,
Institut Teknologi Bandung, Institut Teknologi Sepuluh Nopember and
Institut Pertanian Bogor.
Valued corporate partners include the Pratt Foundation, ANZ and PwC.

The Australia-Indonesia Centre
has three Core Objectives set in
consultation with the Australian
Government.

RESEARCH

Pursuing solutions to shared national
challenges in areas such as Energy,
Infrastructure, Health, Urban Water,
and Food & Agriculture via highly
collaborative research.

LEADERSHIP

Strengthening and deepening
Australia-Indonesia networks,
developing leadership skills and
fostering the exchange of knowledge.

INSIGHT

Promoting greater understanding
and cultural awareness – Australians
of Indonesia, and Indonesians of
Australia.

In October 2013, the Australian Government identified a need to build deeper
relationships between Australia and Indonesia underpinned by rigorous
evidence-based research, strengthened academic and business networks,
improved cultural awareness, and greater positive public discourse on
social, political, scientific and economic issues of mutual interest.
At the time, no broad-based bilateral, locally and
regionally networked centre existed with a focus
on Indonesia’s and Australia’s collaborative future,
leveraging and connecting all the relevant leading
public and private sector organisations from both
nations.
The Government and Monash University responded
to this challenge by setting up The AustraliaIndonesia Centre on January 1, 2014 on the back
of a Federal Funding Agreement for $15 million
over four years and a Collaboration Agreement with
Australian and Indonesian university partners.
The Government’s foresight and the uniqueness
of the collaborative model has led to an additional
ballast of positive activity between the two nations.
The Centre’s achievements to date flow from its
assured collaborative research agenda, built on the
intellectual strength and standing of the Australian
and Indonesian universities. The research advances
both nations’ research and innovation priorities.
The Centre has also built influential relationships
and networks. Significant connections have been
created between Australian and Indonesian leaders,

cities and communities. A third focus has been the
building of a knowledge base on perceptions and
the publication of special reports that highlight trade
and investment opportunities.
Four years later, the Centre has over 150 active
partnerships in both nations across business,
government and academia, with its activities valued
at an estimated $37 million.
It has brought together over 250 researchers who
have already completed more than 20 collaborative
research projects across Energy, Infrastructure,
Health, Urban Water, Food & Agriculture, and
Bilateral Attitudes.
Its Leaders Program alumni numbers over 150, with
scores more participating as speakers, educators and
partners. Thousands of Australians and Indonesians
have engaged with the Centre’s cultural activities in
fashion, music and film.
Through collaborative research, leadership initiatives
and cultural engagement, The Australia-Indonesia
Centre continues to strengthen ties between
nations, investing in our shared future.
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MILESTONE ACHIEVEMENTS
OCTOBER
Woolmark launches
inaugural ASEAN
International Prize
with AIC Australian
Designer award
at Jakarta Fashion
Week
Jakarta

NOVEMBER
Collaboration
agreement signed
Canberra

OCTOBER
Agreement signed to
establish The AustraliaIndonesia Centre

MARCH
Indonesian Designer
presents at Melbourne
Fashion Festival
Melbourne

MAY
Inaugural IndonesiaAustralia Research
Summit
Jakarta

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER
APRIL
AIC Board
appointed, led by
Harold Mitchell
AC

24 research
projects awarded
in Australia

AIC- Austrade Roadshow around
Australia

AUGUST
 ISTEK/DIKTI and AIC research
R
management workshop
Bogor

Launch of ‘Succeeding
Together’ Joint
Competitive
Advantage Report
Yogyakarta

2015

2013 2014
FEBRUARY
The AustraliaIndonesia Centre
opens at Monash
University

NOVEMBER

AUGUST
MoU signed with
RISTEK/DIKTI
Jakarta

DECEMBER
28 research
projects
awarded in
Indonesia

MAY

NOVEMBER

Inaugural AustraliaIndonesia Leaders
Program
Sydney, Canberra,
Melbourne

2nd AustraliaIndonesia Leaders
Program
Sydney, Canberra,
Melbourne

AUGUST
2nd IndonesiaAustralia
Research Summit
Jakarta

NOVEMBER
Indonesia Outlook
conference
Melbourne

JUNE
Research Foresighting
Report published

JANUARY
Indonesia’s
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs announces
major funding
for the Leaders
Program

MAY
3rd Australia-Indonesia
Leaders Program
Sydney, Canberra,
Melbourne

OCTOBER
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MoU signed with
Indonesia’s Ministry
of Energy and Mineral
Resources
Jakarta

Inaugural AustraliaIndonesia Financial
Leaders Program
Sydney, Canberra,
Melbourne

AUGUST
Research cluster implementation workshops
Surabaya, Jakarta, Bogor

AUGUST

MARCH

3rd Indonesia-Australia
Research Summit
Surabaya

2nd Indonesian
designer presents
runway show at
Melbourne Fashion
Festival
Melbourne
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NOVEMBER

Melbourne Symphony
Orchestra conducts
a music camp
and collaborative
performance
Yogyakarta

Inaugural
Graduate Research
Interdisciplinary
Network Program
Canberra, Melbourne

2016
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MoU signed between
Sultan of Yogyakarta and
Melbourne Symphony
Orchestra
Yogyakarta

MARCH
4 Research
Clusters
approved

ReelOzInd! Short
Film Festival
premieres
Melbourne,
Surabaya

SEPTEMBER

NOVEMBER

3rd IndonesiaAustralia Dialogue
Yogyakarta

4th Australia-Indonesia
Leaders Program
Sydney, Melbourne,
Canberra

MARCH
Indonesia’s
Minister of Trade
delivers a keynote
lecture at
Monash University
Melbourne

AUGUST
Australia Indonesia
Perceptions Report
launched
Melbourne, Jakarta

RESEARCH

Delivering solutions to shared challenges through collaborative research
The Centre’s level of collaboration mark it as a genuine contributor to global
innovation in the region and a unique co-creator of knowledge in the areas of
Energy, Infrastructure, Health, Urban Water, and Food & Agriculture.

• Shared expertise

“These iniatives, together with
other cooperative programs,
will realise the potential and
resolve the challenges for the
prosperity of the countries in
the global economy.”

• Shared leadership

PROFESSOR DR AINUN NA’IM

This research operates under guiding principles that include:
• Shared funding

Across the life of the Centre, $12.8 million has been invested in almost 300
researchers working on more than 85 bilateral projects funded by institutions
in both Australia and Indonesia.

Secretary General
Ministry of Research, Technology
and Higher Education

Energy

Transforming

electricity supply to provide affordable, sustainable

energy for all
Up to 67 million Indonesians and many Australians living in rural and remote areas currently do not enjoy
24-hour access to electricity.
The Energy Research Cluster aims to provide the evidence base for ensuring that all Indonesians and Australians
can access affordable, sustainable energy.
Projects aim to:
• D
 evelop energy micro-grids as enablers of sustainable power system investment and decarbonisation
pathways
• C
 reate optimal micro-grid design and operations
• B
 uild coalitions and processes to support community empowerment through renewable energy
• U
 se networked micro-grids as operational security support for power and energy systems

RESEARCH

Infrastructure


Supporting sustainable, resilient ports and cities

The Infrastructure Research Cluster is comprised of scientists and engineers from both nations who are
working with the Teluk Lamong port authorities in Surabaya to maximise the efficiency of links between
ports, rail and roads. Port of Melbourne is being used as a case study.
This research will assist both countries to maximise port efficiency, accessibility and connectivity, which will
positively impact employment, health and transportation.
Projects aim to:
• Increase the resilience of railway infrastructure using advanced asset health monitoring systems
• M
 aximise the efficiency of linkages between ports, rail and roads
• A
 ssess the seismic performance of critical infrastructure in port development
• E fficiently facilitate major infrastructure projects
• C
 reate frameworks for assessing the structural performance of concrete bridges
• D
 evelop fibre optic sensors for critical road, railway, port, bridge and pipeline monitoring

Health



Creating

innovative approaches to primary prevention of
Non-Communicable Diseases

Rates of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) in Indonesia are increasingly approaching Australian levels.
Cardiovascular diseases, chronic respiratory diseases, cancers, mental disorders, diabetes and many other
NCDs now contribute towards over 70 percent of deaths.
The Health Research Cluster’s NCD specialists are teaming with experts in primary health care, health
policy, and indigenous and community health to address these challenges.
Projects aim to:
• E valuate the risks and monitoring frameworks of Non-Communicable Diseases in both nations
• Advance the early detection of high-risk pregnancies
• E xplore impacts of family empowerment and prevention strategies on achieving early life equity in
disadvantaged communities
• Assess the impact of public health messaging
• Influence public policy and practice in primary prevention of Non-Communicable Diseases

RESEARCH

Urban Water


Developing advanced pathways towards water sensitive cities

The Urban Water Research Cluster supports the leapfrogging and mutual learning of Indonesian and Australian
cities towards more sustainable, resilient and liveable urban water communities through the rapid uptake of
context-specific water practices.
Research completed in early 2016 demonstrates the value of the water sensitive city approach to a range of cities
across Indonesia. On this basis, the cities of Surabaya and Bogor have been selected alongside Melbourne to act as
focal sites for investigation.
Projects aim to:
• C
 reate governance models and transition plans for future water sensitive cities
• Use benchmarking tools and computer modeling to build innovative public water solutions
• Develop biofilters for urban agriculture
• Consult with urban planners to create sustainable water infrastructure

Food & Agriculture


Ensuring the future of food production

The Food & Agriculture Research theme focuses on food processing, supply chain relationships and the associated
value-adding sector.
Research by The University of Sydney demonstrates transformations in the Indonesian food processing sector,
driven by a growing economy and changing food consumption patterns. Supply chain issues in the cocoa industry
have been specifically targeted in a large-scale project.
The project aims to:
• Investigate supply chain dynamics in the Indonesian food sector
• Create risk management strategies
• Encourage micro and small enterprise growth
• Improve agricultural practices
• Strengthen business and investment strategies

RESEARCH

Summits and Events



As

part of an effective research agenda, the Centre hosts regular
conferences, events and networking activities to foster collaboration,
exchange knowledge and develop new skills

Indonesia-Australia Research Summit
In August 2016, the Centre convened the 3rd Indonesia-Australia Research Summit at
Universitas Airlangga in Surabaya. Over 220 researchers and leading figures in academia,
government, media and the private sector from Australia, Indonesia and around the globe
attended the two-day event.
The Summit featured keynote addresses from the Mayor of Surabaya Ibu Tri Rismaharini,
President of the Indonesian Academy of Sciences Professor Sangkot Marzuki and Australian
Academy of Science Fellow Dr John O’Sullivan.
Over two days attendees reported on progress, undertook planning and shared knowledge
across clusters and disciplines.

Graduate Research Interdisciplinary Network Program
In November 2016, the inaugural GRIN Program brought together 22 graduate researchers over
seven days for workshops, site visits, lectures and cultural experiences spanning Big Data, policy,
innovation, interdisciplinary research, career pathways and research impact.
The program visited Canberra and Melbourne, aligning with the first Joint Science Symposium of
the Indonesian Academy of Sciences and the Australian Academy of Science.

LEADERSHIP

Strengthening the next generation of Australian and Indonesian leaders through
contemporary programs

The Centre is committed to cultivating new networks of leaders
from both nations that strengthen relationships, exchange
knowledge and build skills in order to increase prosperity in our
region.
The Centre pursues these goals through the delivery and support of
leadership programs, cultural exchanges and partnership initiatives
throughout Australia and Indonesia.

“The Australia-Indonesia Centre is
making tremendous contributions
in the development of greater
mutual understanding and
expansion in bilateral relations”
HIS EXCELLENCY
NADJIB RIPHAT KESOEMA
Ambassador to Australia and Vanuatu
Republic of Indonesia

The Australia-Indonesia Leaders Program


Forging


strong relationships between future leaders from government,
business and academia

“It is important to ensure
our leaders of the future
have insight into what
motivates and drives
each country,”

The Australia-Indonesia Leaders Program was launched in 2015 as an initiative of The
Australia-Indonesia Centre in partnership with Indonesia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

HIS EXCELLENCY GENERAL
THE HON. DAVID HURLEY
AC DSC (RET’D)

Program highlights include:

Governor of New South Wales

The Leaders Program is delivered twice annually over ten days across Melbourne, Canberra and
Sydney. Up to 30 delegates from government, business, academia and media participate in each
program.
• Full-day leadership courses at four of Australia’s top universities including Monash University,
Australian National University, The University of Melbourne and The University of Sydney
• Master classes with former Australian ambassadors
• Case study workshops with industry leaders
• Networking functions with government, industry and academic leaders from both nations
• Australian cultural experiences

LEADERSHIP

The Australia-Indonesia
Financial Leaders Program
“It is of utmost
importance to enhance
engagement with
our counterparts, as
well as to exchange
knowledge and
experience.”
DR MULIAMAN HADAD
Chairman
Indonesia Financial
Services Authority

Facilitating


new partnerships between financial leaders in
Australia and Indonesia



The inaugural Australia-Indonesia Financial Leaders Program was launched in October 2016 in
partnership with the Indonesia Financial Services Authority.
The program was delivered over seven days in Sydney, Canberra and Melbourne. Thirty financial
leaders from banking, insurance, private business, government and regulatory institutions
participated.
Program goals include:
• Strengthening relationships between financial leaders in government, business, and
academia from both nations
• Exchanging knowledge on key regional and global challenges through policy roundtables
and workshops on regulatory frameworks, economic outlook and FinTech
• Enabling new pathways of bilateral cooperation with an influential alumni network

Partnerships


Supporting


partner organisations to strengthen the
Australia-Indonesia relationship

The Centre contributes funding and support to organisations and initiatives which support the
bilateral relationship.
These include:
• Indonesia-Australia Dialogue in partnership with the Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade and the Australian Institute of International Affairs
• Emerging Political Leaders Program in partnership with the Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade and the Australia-Indonesia Institute
• Australia Indonesia Youth Association
• Conference of Australian and Indonesian Youth (CAUSINDY)

LEADERSHIP

ReelOzInd! Short Film Competition & Festival


“Knowing each other’s

culture will increase
understanding among
people. ReelOzInd plays a
strategic role in growing
that understanding
among the young
generation who will be
the future leaders of both
countries.”
INA RIYANTO
Head of Film and Television
Universitas Multimedia
Nusantara

Improving


awareness and understanding through short film

The inaugural ReelOzInd! Short Film Competition and Festival launched in March 2016, bringing
Australian and Indonesian filmmakers together to showcase their talents and share their stories.
Over 900 films were submitted, and a shortlist was created by a jury of film industry and academic
experts from both nations: director/producer team Mira Lesmana and Riri Riza, producer Andrew
Mason, writer, director and producer Tom Gleisner, media studies scholar Professor Krishna Sen,
and IF!fest founder and academic Novi Kurnia.
Award winners and special mentions were chosen in the categories of Best Film, Best Fiction, Best
Youth, Best Documentary, Best Animation and Best Collaboration.
The festival premiered in Melbourne and Surabaya in August 2016, then travelled to Jakarta,
Sydney, Brisbane, Canberra, Yogyakarta, Jember, Malang, Darwin, Bandung, Adelaide, Bali and
Probolinggo.
The films were seen by over six thousand people at the festivals and through a range of digital
platforms established in both languages.

Young Fashion Designers Program


Showcasing young designers and fostering new trade opportunities

“At every level, from
the creation of new
friendships to the
bringing together
of Australian and
Indonesian expertise,
it is already an
outstanding success.”

In 2014, the Centre facilitated a three-year runway partnership between Jakarta Fashion Week and
Melbourne Fashion Festival.

LAURA ANDERSON
Chair
Virgin Australia Melbourne
Fashion Festival

This new partnership enabled young fashion designers to present collections and engage with
buyers in a new market.
The following designers have presented:
Melbourne Fashion Festival

Jakarta Fashion Week

• Patrick Owen (2015)

• PAGEANT (2015)

• Peggy Hartanto (2015)

• HAN (2016)

• ETU (2016)
• IKYK (2017)

LEADERSHIP

Young Musicians Program


“The Government of
Yogyakarta Special Region
would like to convey its
gratitude and thanks
to the AIC for its active
contribution, and believes
that AIC can play an
essential role to promote a
better relationship that will
give mutual benefits for the
people of both countries.”
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS SRI
SULTAN HAMENGKUBUWONO X
Sultan of Yogyakarta

Building skills and cultural ties

In 2014, the Centre facilitated a request from the Yogyakarta Government to develop a
partnership with the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra. This aimed to bolster connections
between creative communities and share skills.
The partnership was formalised with a Memorandum of Understanding signed by the Sultan
of Yogyakarta, His Royal Highness Sri Sultan Hamengkubuwono X, and the Chair of The
Australia-Indonesia Centre, Mr Harold Mitchell AC, in November 2015.
In October 2016, seven members of the MSO traveled to Yogyakarta to conduct a five-day
music camp for promising young players, culminating in a collaborative performance for over
300 guests.
The partnership will continue through a landmark event in August 2017, where the MSO will
perform at the ancient, World Heritage-listed Prambanan Temple.

INSIGHTS

Funding research into contemporary attitudes held by Indonesia and Australia

The Centre in conjunction with academic, government and industry partners commissioned research into the
relationship between the two nations.
The research includes longitudinal studies of the attitudes held by Australians towards Indonesia and vice versa,
in-depth investigations into international trade and collaborative business opportunities, and media analysis studies
of both countries.
This research aims to:
• Provide deeper understanding between the two nations
• Demonstrate the current attitudes of government and the community
• Inform public policy
• Provide recommendations for social and economic opportunities

Media and attitudes analysis



Analysis

on how the media shapes perceptions, public opinion
and policy

‘Australia-Indonesia Attitudes Impact Study - Historical’
A 2015 study conducted by Monash University’s Dr Agnieszka Sobocinska combines six decades of polling data, analysis
of public opinion impacts on foreign policy, and interviews with key figures from government, academia and policy
think tanks to determine trends in Australian attitudes towards Indonesia, and the extent to which they affect bilateral
relations.

‘Australia-Indonesia Attitudes & Understanding Research: Qualitative research of
contemporary attitudes and interventions’
A 2016 study conducted by Monash University researchers Dr Rose Anne Misajon, Dr Howard Manns, Dr Ana-Maria
Bliuc, and Muhammad Iqbal, investigated the public perceptions of the Australia-Indonesia relationship by conducting
focus groups and using a text analysis tool to examine newspaper coverage of each nation.

INSIGHTS

Australia-Indonesia Perceptions Report


“What this research
creates is potential
pathways both economic
and empathetic to think
much more about the
beliefs and themes that
unite the nations.”
MARC L’HUILLIER
Partner
EY Sweeney


Assessing

national outlooks via wide-ranging opinion-polling
and focus groups

In 2016 the Centre and global market research organisation EY Sweeney released
a comprehensive study on the perceptions that Indonesians and Australians hold of
themselves, each other, and the world.
The Australia-Indonesia Perceptions Report represents a considered attempt to improve
understanding and awareness between the two nations, through qualitative and
quantitative research, with over 4000 interviews and 24 focus groups conducted across
both nations.
The Perceptions Report was launched in Melbourne and Jakarta, where speakers from
business, academia and government helped present and contextualise the results.
Findings in the report generated public discussion in both nations with commentary
appearing in major newspapers, on television, radio and the internet. A multimedia
summary produced by EY Sweeney reached over 84,000 people online.
Following the establishment of the baseline data, longitudinal research will continue to
track how both nations view the bilateral relationship.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Succeeding
Together
Maximising the potential for joint opportunities
between Australia and Indonesia

Succeeding Together Report


“This is a substantial,
contemporary piece of work
which provides a pathway
for our relationship in a
commercial sense.”
THE HON. ANDREW ROBB AO
Former Minister for Trade
and Investment

Identifying Australia-Indonesia supply chain opportunities in the
global market

In 2015 the Centre in partnership with ANZ and PwC, published the Succeeding
Together report, which analysed $3 trillion of potential joint trade opportunities in
Southeast Asia.
The report was launched at the 2015 Indonesia Australia Business Council conference
in Yogyakarta by then Australian Minister for Trade and Investment, the Hon. Andrew
Robb AO.
Authors PwC and ANZ identified four sectors in which Australian or Indonesian
comparative advantages create high potential to develop competitive advantages: food
processing, logistics, animal products and textiles.
The opportunities identified in each sector are underpinned by analysis of both nations’
economies, current and future comparative advantages, pan-Asia shifts in capital
flows, and dynamically changing trade opportunities in Asia.
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